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Holmes Junior College as well as several col-
lege hours towards her bachelor’s degree. 

Because of her love for people she worked 
tirelessly with the Civil Rights Movement as a 
self-appointed Civil Rights Activist along with 
other notables; Unita Blackwell the first black 
mayor of Mayersville, MS and Fannie Lou 
Hammer, to coordinate voting drives, commu-
nity projects, and family assistance programs 
in her community. Viola and her mother also 
opened the doors of their homes to accommo-
date freedom riders in the delta when no one 
else was willing or was afraid to do so. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in posthumously recognizing Mrs. Viola 
Johnson Clark for her passion and dedication 
to serving Sharkey and Issaquena counties 
and desire to make a difference in the com-
munity. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA JUROR PAY PAR-
ITY ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today I in-
troduce the District of Columbia Juror Pay 
Parity Act, which would require that D.C. Su-
perior Court jurors receive the same pay as 
federal jurors. The importance of jurors to our 
system of law is driven home by the current 
trial of Derek Chauvin for the death of George 
Floyd. 

Currently, Superior Court jurors are paid 
$40 per day, and, under the Home Rule Act, 
only the D.C. courts and Congress have the 
authority to increase Superior Court juror pay. 
In the fiscal year 2018 omnibus appropriations 
bill, Congress increased federal juror pay to 
$50 per day, the first increase to federal juror 
pay in 28 years. My bill would give Superior 
Court jurors the same pay. 

Under the National Capital Revitalization 
and Self-Government Improvement Act of 
1997 (Pub. L. 105–33), Congress took respon-
sibility for paying for the D.C. courts and other 
state-like functions provided by D.C. The D.C. 
courts, however, have always been under the 
control of Congress, even when they were 
funded by the District. The Home Rule Act 
prohibits the District government from enacting 
any law relating to Title 11 of the D.C. Code. 
Title 11 provides that the Board of Judges of 
the Superior Court sets juror pay, but that the 
pay may not exceed the pay of federal jurors. 
Therefore, this bill, or action by the D.C. 
courts, is necessary to increase Superior 
Court juror pay. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LEADERS 
AND STAFF OF CONEMAUGH 
MEYERSDALE MEDICAL CENTER 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to congratulate the leaders and staff 
of Conemaugh Meyersdale Medical Center for 

receiving the Joint Commission’s Gold Seal of 
Approval. 

The Gold Seal of Approval recognizes the 
hard work that the team at Conemaugh 
Meyersdale Medical Center does every day to 
serve the people of southern Somerset Coun-
ty. The center provides outstanding treatment 
and care to all patients. The Joint Commis-
sion’s Gold Seal is a testament to their out-
standing work, and I am grateful for their serv-
ice to our community. 

To receive the accreditation, Conemaugh 
Meyersdale Medical Center was evaluated 
during a spontaneous, unannounced review 
late last year. Surveyors from the Joint Com-
mission evaluated the staff’s performance in a 
variety of areas. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate the entire team at 
Conemaugh Meyersdale Medical Center on 
this well-deserved award. I am grateful for 
their work and commitment to providing out-
standing medical care to the people of Penn-
sylvania. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE 
AND MEMORY OF EUNICE MAE 
WILKENS 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart on behalf of Mis-
souri’s Fifth Congressional District to honor 
and celebrate the life of Eunice Mae ‘‘Judy’’ 
‘‘Granny’’ Wilkens. A lifetime resident of 
Concordia, Missouri, Eunice spent her 88 
years on this Earth enriching her community 
through individual acts of service that filled her 
life with purpose and her neighbors’ lives with 
blessings. 

Eunice understood that one need not relo-
cate to a big city to have a big impact, and her 
remarkable story attests to this simple tenet of 
service. In a town tucked between Sweet 
Springs and Odessa in the western half of 
Missouri, Eunice was determined to improve 
her small corner of the world through entrepre-
neurship, activism, and volunteerism. As the 
owner of Ye Olde Lantern Motel, she worked 
tirelessly to demonstrate the beauty and grace 
of her beloved town to those traveling through. 
When her community was in need, she hap-
pily volunteered to pitch in for the greater 
good. For twenty-four years, she was a mem-
ber of the Concordia Fire Protection District, 
serving thousands of people across a 100– 
square-mile area who called her for help when 
they needed it most. After years of seeing vet-
erans return home from distant battlefields still 
bearing the scars of war, she volunteered to 
be a member of the local V.F.W. Ladies Auxil-
iary at Post 5649. Along with other dedicated 
volunteers, Eunice helped foster a community 
where veterans could share their wartime sto-
ries, bond over common experiences, honor 
the sacrifices of those who never made it 
home, and contribute to their community’s fu-
ture through initiatives like their annual Voice 
of Democracy scholarship competition. 

Eunice’s involvement with the V.F.W. and 
the Concordia Fire Protection District spurred 
in her a strong sense of political purpose and 
propelled her to become active in the Lafay-

ette County Democrat Club. When knocking 
on doors or making calls for local candidates, 
she undoubtedly carried with her the stories of 
those who had lost just about everything to an 
unexpected medical emergency, and those 
who had defended our country abroad but 
struggled to find peace back home. Perhaps 
closest to my heart was Eunice’s work at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, where she volun-
teered as a braille worker. She knew that sal-
vation and jubilation is not reserved only for 
the able-bodied. Through her generosity, Eu-
nice helped those without sight envision the 
glory of God through her eyes. 

Today, as I reflect on Eunice’s beautiful 
story—a story complete with family, faith, and 
love—a story in which she and her late hus-
band, Hubie, traveled all over the world and to 
all fifty states—I cannot help but believe that 
Eunice, in her daily voyages of selflessness 
and service, carried with her the lessons from 
the Sermon on the Mount. In a Sermon de-
scribed by some as the most important one 
ever given, Jesus preaches to a mass of fol-
lowers while standing on a hilltop overlooking 
the Sea of Galilee. Jesus describes service to 
God not as strict adherence to rigid principles 
or unforgiving laws, but rather, as a lifetime 
dedicated to loving and serving God’s children 
on Earth. At one point, Jesus exclaims that 
those who are compassionate, forgiving, mer-
ciful, sincere, and humble will serve as ‘‘the 
light that gives light to the world.’’ He then im-
plores his disciples not to hide their light be-
hind closed doors, but to let their light ‘‘shine 
brightly before others, so that the commend-
able things you do will shine as light upon 
them.’’ With every act of kindness to a strang-
er, service to a neighbor, and compassion for 
a fellow Concordian, Eunice shined brightly. 
Just like the oil lamps that lit up the pristine 
hilltop towns of Galilee when Jesus gave his 
Sermon all those centuries ago, the light of 
Eunice’s life illuminated Concordia and will 
continue to shine upon the people who call the 
town home. There is no doubt that Concordia 
was blessed to have Eunice, and our commu-
nity will be forever grateful for her presence in 
our lives. 

Today, my thoughts, and the thoughts of 
Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District, are with 
Eunice’s daughter, Nancy; her grandsons, 
Kyle and Erik; her five great-grandchildren; 
and her several nieces and nephews, as they 
come together to celebrate Eunice’s lifetime of 
illuminating service. We can take comfort 
today in our belief that she joins Hubie in per-
haps the one place they never visited in their 
travels together. Madame Speaker, please join 
me in honoring Eunice’s unique life and the 
everlasting impression that it has left on the 
town she so greatly impacted. Please also join 
me in offering heartfelt condolences to her 
family and dear friends. Madam Speaker, as 
we go forth into an uncertain future, let us 
learn from Eunice’s example and serve as 
shining lights in our own communities so that 
we may deliver to those whom we serve the 
way Eunice served those whom she loved. 
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